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Preface Chairman

Dear reader, dear first year student,

The academic year has begun and you have decided to study at the Faculty of  
Spatial Sciences. A very good choice! The faculty is known to be the biggest of  all 
small faculties, as well as being the only faculty in the Netherlands where the spatial 
sciences are not merged with another faculty. Our small scale is at the same time 
our biggest strength. You have personal contact with the lecturers and you will 
easily get in touch with a large share of  the other students.

Reading this booklet means that a new period in your life has started: your student 
years! It is often said that this is the best time of  your life. The time during which you 
can live by your own rules, before diving into the feared “working life”. However, 
there will be times when you have to study hard for the much needed credits, 
especially during current times of  internationalization and increasingly expensive 
student life. And that exactly is where we come to aid! Faculty Association Ibn 
Battuta has been existing for over 56 years and has helped plenty of  students 
during their time at the faculty. Think of  theme parties, monthly social drinks, local 
and foreign excursions and career focused activities. Ibn Battuta is the association 
where you get to know your fellow students and a place where you can develop 
yourself, for example by taking part in one of  our committees.

To familiarize you with Ibn Battuta we made this booklet. The “Ibntro” has begun 
and in this booklet you can find our program for the coming months as well as a 
large variety of  nice-to-knows.

Lastly I want to wish you the best of  luck with this study year on behalf  of  the 
entire 57th board of  Faculty Association Ibn Battuta. Coffee and tea will be free 
for all first year students during the first two weeks in our coffee room!

Manus Schlooz
Chairman of  the 57th board
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Preface Dean

A great initiative of  Faculty Association Ibn Battuta, part of  the Faculty of  
Spatial Sciences from the University of  Groningen: an introduction booklet 
for first year students! Useful tips and above all a good overview of  activities. 

For the faculty, Ibn Battuta is as indispensable as a teacher for education, 
continents on the planet, bread and circuses. It is the association that makes 
you part of  a faculty community and for an additional perspective on your 
studies. And that in an incredibly relaxed way! It is rightly so that I – as dean 
of  the faculty – advise everybody to become member of  Ibn Battuta; every 
prospective geographer, planner or demographer can simply not live without Ibn! 

The first few days in the life of  a first-year student bring a deluge of  information 
with them: a lot of  information about your study, study associations, student 
associations, and above all new faces and places. The social change is 
monumental! There is not much time to get used to this either: on the fourth 
of  September the academic year starts and the study pace is high immediately. 
Before you know the first exam will be around the corner. The best advice 
for the coming student is a cliché but nonetheless true: immediately start 
studying, do not postpone, keep up with the subjects and stay focused! 

Ibn Battuta aids you herein, simply because you can hang out with fellow students, 
learn from each other and discover the peculiar ways of  the faculty and its 
scholars. Ibn makes all these things easier. Who puts that on the back burner? 

The man Ibn Battuta started travelling at a young age – which you can see further 
on in this booklet – just like you are at the start of  your incredible travels in to the 
scientific field. I wish you the best with these travels the coming years!

Oscar Couwenberg
Dean
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What is Ibn Battuta?

Coming year, students from outside the faculty will wonder: What is Ibn Battuta? 
Well, Ibn Battuta (pronounced as: Ibun Battoetaa) is the Faculty Association of  
the Faculty of  Spatial Sciences. This means that we are an association completely 
organised by students who organize all kinds of  activities for everyone involved 
with the faculty. As a faculty association, Ibn Battuta has the important mission to 
provide a wide range of  study related activities to the students of  the Faculty of  
Spatial Sciences. Besides study related activities it’s Ibn Battuta’s goal to connect 
students with each other by organizing fun activities. Ibn Battuta helps improving 
the social development of  students and focusses on the career of  our future 
geographers and planners. Ibn Battuta thus offers an enormous range of  activities, 
made possible by enthusiastic students. These members of  the association are 
involved in all kinds of  committees, projectgroups and fellowships flagged under 
Ibn Battuta. Throughout the city the association is known by our camel, the red 
and white stickers and our loud singing in our pub. On the campus we are located 
in the Study Association wing, also known as the interim.  Here we have a couple 
of  rooms. The Coffee Room where all our members can chill out and rest from 
the hard and busy student life. They can also enjoy a cup of  coffee or tea. The 
committee room, or Girugten room, behind the coffee room is there for studying. 
And last but not least, there you can also find the board room.  

But why are we called Ibn Battuta? Ibn Battuta was a Moroccan world traveller who 
explored the world in the 14th century. Aboe Abdallah Mohammed ibn Abdallah 
ibn Mohammed ibn Ibrahiem al-Lawati at-Tandji ibn Battuta as his full name 
sounds went on the Hadj, the holy journey to Mecca whilst being only twenty-
two years old. After his arrival he continued his life of  traveling. Actually, he kept 
on traveling the world for the rest of  his life. He sought lots of  places, from 
Alexandria to Persia until South-Russia. In the meanwhile Ibn Battuta documented 
all the geographical locations. Ibn Battuta is also famous for being called one of  
the greatest and first geographers of  the Arabic world. 
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Introduction of  the board
Manus Schlooz – Chairman
You all saw me at the start already, however I have not 
properly introduced myself  yet. My name is Manus 
Schlooz, I am 21 years old and come from a Dutch city 
called Amersfoort. I am starting my 3rd year of  Human 
Geography and Urban & Regional Planning, but I am also 
starting my board year as chairman of  the 57th board of  
Ibn Battuta! Apart from all this I played a lot of  volleyball, 
love to hang out with friends and visit plenty of  festivals. 

During my first year here I immediatly applied for the first year committee and loved 
the great variety of  activities that Ibn Battuta offers. That is also why I became active as 
chairman of  the Foreign Excursion Committee, with which we visited the Baltic States last 
year. Coming year all committee applications will open during varying times and a lot of  
activities will be organized once again. I hope to see you tonight at the social drink!

Manus
Elisa Lanting - Vice Chairman
Hey! Just like the rest I’ll introduce myself. My name is Elisa 
Lanting, 23 years old and born and raised in Groningen. I 
have decided to hang around in the ‘High North’ as I am 
currently fourth year student Human Geography & Urban 
and Regional Planning at the University of  Groningen. 
In my free time I enjoy going to festivals and doing sports.  
Within the beautiful board of  Ibn Battuta I am the Vice 
Chairman of  Ibn Battuta and you’ll often find me in Ibn 

Battuta’s own Coffee Room where I’ll be providing you with caffeine.

Coming year I will be the board member within the Wintersports committee and with this 
group we will work hard to organize again a legendary wintersport trip! I wish you good 
luck in the coming study year and I hope to see you soon in the Coffee Room!

Elisa
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Tim Jansen – Secretary
I bet this is not the first piece of  text you read coming from 
me! My name is Tim Jansen, 20 years old and come from 
bustling student city of  Wageningen. At the moment I am 
a third year student social geography. Last year I helped 
organizing the Foreign Excursion and will be doing that 
again this year as I love travelling (who doesn’t). I also enjoy 
listening to music a lot and will be fan of  a different music 
genre every month. I also make some myself  and can be 
found with a saxophone in my hands form time to time. 
To fill the  rest of   my free time I enjoy gaming and of  course the usual beers with friends.

This year I am the secretary of  Ibn Battuta, so I hope I can brighten your days here in 
Groningen with my writings. Next to that I will be in the Foreign Excursion Committee, 
the Almanac Committee. I will also be in the Zwemfest Committee this year, so if  you 
enjoy music like me, the applications are open now! See you soon!

Tim

Leia Vader - Treasurer
In line with the title I will also introduce myself. My name 
is Leia Vader and I am 20 years old.  I was born and raised 
in the picturesque village of  Leusden but since September 
2014 I’m calling Groningen my hometown. Currently I 
am in my third year of  Spatial Planning and Design and 
coming year I will be responsible for the finances within 
the association. When I am not studying or managing the 
money of  our beautiful association I can often be found at 
festivals or drinking wine and craft beers.   

Next year I will be the board member in the Lecture Committee and in the project group 
Ameland. This means I will be organizing your introduction camp! In the last two years 
I have been in the Almanac Committee and the Careerday Committee where I have had 
much fun and learned a lot about many different things. May the force be with you this 
year!

Leia
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Mathijs Mulder - Commissioner Internal 
Relations
Hello everyone, my name is Mathijs, I’m 23 years old and 
I’m originally from Emmeloord. This year will be my fifth 
year in Groningen and my fourth year at the bachelor 
Spatial Planning and Design. In my spare time I like to 
play football, watch series and play games (both digital and 
analog).

In my four years at Ibn Battuta I’ve been active in multiple committees and fellowships. 
Being in a committee isn’t only fun, but it is also a great experience and an opportunity to 
learn. This year I will be the Commissioner Internal Relations of  the 57th board. I will also 
take place in the First Year Committee, the Excursion Committee and the Projectgroup 
Ameland (Introduction Weekend). I hope to see you all at the introduction social drink!

Mathijs

Henri Batterink - Commissioner External 
Relations
Last but not least: My name is Henri Batterink, 22 years old 
and fourth Year Spatial Planning and Design student. Born 
and raised in Meppel (The little city above Zwolle).

I like to introduce myself  within the board as Commissioner 
External Relations which means that I’m responsible for all 
external communication concerning companies and other 

external partners such as other associations. Thereby, I’m responsible for Ibn Battuta’ 
acquisition flow. Besides my study I like hanging out with friends and roomies, drinking 
craft beer and traveling around the world.

Coming year, I will be the board member in Projectgroup Inhousedays and the Careerday 
Committee. Together with them, we will organize interesting Career- and skill focused 
activities providing your work field orientation. I hope to see you all participating our 
events and good luck coming study year!

 Henri
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Timetabel September
4th  Introduction Social Drink

8th  Introduction Weekend

12th  Craft Beer Tour

14th Lecture Viktor Venhorst

19th EGEA Barbecue

28th Inhouseday Geopark

28th Zwemfest

Read more further on

Read more further on

Read more further on
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Timetabel October
3rd  Oktoberfest Social Drink

10th Cantus Pedelgenootschap

13th Excursion Drenthe

17th GMA + After GMA Drink

20th Hitchhike Competition

23rd Climbing the Martinitower

Read more further on

Read more further on
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Highlighted Activities
Introduction social drink
As is tradition, we celebrate the first day of  the year with a social drink: a 
festive way to close out the day while enjoying a few drinks. It is a great 
evening to not only get to know your fellow first year students, but also 
the other students at the faculty. At ‘t Gat van Groningen (Poelestraat 51), 
where all social drinks will be held, we wish to invite you all to have a drink 
with us. We hope to see you there!

Introduction Weekend
Following your first week at your new study is our introduction weekend to 
Ameland. Together with more than a hundred other first year students you 
will travel to the far far away Ameland in the rough, shallow Waddenzee. 
This weekend is the perfect way of  getting to know the other students and 
the Faculty Association, Ibn Battuta. 

Zwemfest
Every year Ibn Battuta organizes Zwemfest together with three other 
associations. At the largest pop-stage in Groningen, Vera, we offer you a 
chance to discover upcoming bands from and without the country. Zwemfest 
is a one-day festival on the 29th of  september. Ticket sales will start the 4th 
of  September, get yours at the coffee room! For more information about 
Zwemfest, like their Facebook page or visit their website www.zwemfest.nl.
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Cantus Pedelgenootschap
Just like Zwemfest, the Cantus is a yearly recurring event organised by one 
of  Ibn Battuta’s fellowships. The Cantus is centered around drinking beer 
and singing as loud as possible with your friends. For a small price you 
get unlimited beer and discover the unlimited singing talent hidden in Ibn 
Battuta as well as the talent hidden in yourself. The Cantus will take place 
on the 10th of  October, sign up now!

Hitchhike Competition
Every autumn, the sport and games committee organises one the most 
exciting competitions of  Ibn Battuta: The Hitchhiking Weekend! With the 
destination being unknown up until that very weekend, everyone gets a fair 
chance to get to the destination as fast as possible. If  you think you are fit 
to take part in this competitive, but most importantly fun weekend, sign up 
and we’ll see you on the 20th of  October.

Kreunen & Beunen
The most legendary party of  Ibn Battuta will return. Are you prepared 
to exceed the physical and enter the mystical? The time has come to be 
independent. The Fellowship of  the Battuboyz invite you to “Kreunen en 
Beunen”: a party above your imagination. Experience a journey into the 
most divergent music, pleasant surprises and partying all night long. See you 
there!
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Faculty information

Study advisor
For all questions regarding your study, Nienke Harteveld and Saskia Enuma, the 
study advisors, are present to answer them. Those questions can range from study 
progress to personal issues affecting your study. So if  something is obstructing 
your progress or you have any other question, don’t be afraid to step up to them 
and ask. They are available Monday to Thursday 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM. For questions 
which need a little bit more time you can make an appointment through study.
advise.frw@rug.nl. 

Complaints and questions about the education
For any question, complaints or comments concerning the education on the 
faculty, Pro Geo is there to solve all your problems. Pro Geo works everyday to 
improve education on our faculty, so your input is always more than welcome. For 
questions, complaints or comments you can reach them on info@progeo.nl or 
their website www.progeo.nl. When problems rise past the reach of  Pro Geo, for 
example problems with your BSA, you have to step up to the exam committee. 
Supporting Pro Geo is the Programme Committee, consisting of  one student of  
both studies and every year, they provide advice and discuss relevant topics on the 
study programme. 

Binding Study Advice (BSA)
To get to the second year at our faculty, you have to get your BSA. The BSA 

requires you to earn at least 45 credits of  the 60 credits available in the first 
year. When you fail to earn the 45 credits, you will have to leave your 

study, unfortunately.
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Address:
Ibn Battuta

Faculty of  Spatial Sciences
University of  Groningen

Zernike Campus
Nettelbosje 2

Correspondence address:
PO Box 800

9700 AV Groningen
Phone: +31 50 3633909

E-mail: board@ibnbattuta.nl
Website: www.ibnbattuta.nl


